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excursions were far from happy. His mother's dour
temperament and his father's senile irritability and
close-fistedness made of them something of a trial,
especially for his frail young wife, whose girlhood had
been passed in the sunniest surroundings. Many
painful allusions to the " domestic rows " which marked
these visits, and to the disturbing influences of certain
" Putney toadies,J> and of the " many liars who live
on my deceived parents," occur in his intimate corre-
spondence with Hughes.1 He was, nevertheless, an
excellent son, and the patience and punctiliousness
with which he discharged his filial duties rested on a
foundation of genuine affection, which the most dis-
concerting experiences could not shake.

He found, moreover, a rich compensation in the
gaiety and tenderness of his own little circle of wife,
children, and friends. Lady de Grey, despite her
delicate health, was the most helpful of helpmates.
Her sweet and buoyant temper completely matched
that of her husband, and from the day of their marriage
their life was one long honeymoon. During the first
four years they were never parted for a single day.2
Every variation of his opinions was unquestionable
gospel to her, and her fine taste in books and other
things was law to him. His friends were her friends,
and, in addition, their wives and babies were her special
delight. They all adored her, even the Christian
Socialists and the strange creatures who often came in
their wake. Furnivall * fell head over ears in love
with her, much to the merriment of her spouse. " My
Missus is better to-day/1 he writes to Hughes. il She
writes to Furnivall about twice a week, and receives
the most enamoured answers from that bearded gent/1
To which the said Missus postscribes playfully : "I

*  Letters, August 21 and November 18, 1854, etc,
a Letter, March 8, 1855.

*  Frederick James Furnivall, afterwards the distinguished philologist
and editor of Chaucer,    He was at  this period a devoted disciple of
Maurice and an active worker at Charlotte Street.